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Debate - Adjournment and General 
MPs debate antibiotic resistance 
Wed, 15 October 2014 
Mentions 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Health (Jane Ellison): 
On research, hon. Members will be interested to know that the Medical Research Council is leading an AMR 
Funders’ Forum to improve the co-ordination of research relevant to all those different aspects of antibiotic 
resistance. In addition, there are two new National Institute for Health Research, or NIHR, health protection 
research units—I apologise for all the acronyms—with a focus on AMR and health care-associated infection. 
They were established in April at Imperial college London and at Oxford university, and they are in the process 
of agreeing their initial two-year work programmes, so more research is going on in those establishments. 
 
Summary 

The Government had significantly improved data on AMR, and was developing effective interventions in an 
international context, MPs heard today. 
Responding to a debate on antibiotic resistance, Conservative Public Health Minister Jane Ellison explained that 
the Government was taking a “one-health” approach, working across human and animal health with Defra. 
It had published a five-year antimicrobial resistance (AMR) strategy in September 2013, to deliver metrics to 
assess progress and develop an implementation plan, she explained. The steering group published a paper in 
June, and the Opposition a response in September, she added. 
Continuing, Ms Ellison identified the adoption of the World Health Assembly resolution on AMR in May 2014, 
which was co-sponsored by the UK, as “a major step forward”. She said that the recently produced Chennai 
declaration had also begun to “tighten up” over-the-counter use of antibiotics in countries such as India. 
She then explained that Public Health England was piloting a laboratory-twinning initiative, in which high-
income Commonwealth nations worked with low and middle-income countries to build-up AMR education, 
training and surveillance capability. 
The Minister went on to confirm that the independent O’Neill Review, commissioned by the Prime Minister in 
July, would make recommendations on what collective action could be taken by Governments globally, and 
“investigate solutions such as pricing and the introduction of incentives”. 
She added to this that Conservative Life Sciences Minister George Freeman had been asked to look at how the 
rate of scientific innovation in the sector could be accelerated. 
Turning to the pharmaceutical industry, Ms Ellison explained that it was “working with Chatham House and the 
Big Innovation Centre to explore issues about the pipeline and to look at possible options to stimulate antibiotic 
development.” 
 
 
Debate - Adjournment and General 
Lords debate autonomous vehicles 
Thu, 16 October 2014 

Commons debate: Mention of Oxford Research 
Lords debate: Mention of Oxford Research 
Select Committee, Commons: Oxford academic gives evidence 
Select Committee, Lords: Oxford academic gives evidence 



Lord Borwick (Con): 
Some good things are already happening in the UK. At the University of Oxford, the RobotCar UK project has 
developed sensing and control technology to allow a Nissan LEAF electric car to drive autonomously. The 
technology catapults are doing excellent work, particularly with Loughborough University. Ricardo is working 
with a mining company with a 200-mile private road. 
 
...Viscount Younger of Leckie (Con): 
The key to success for technological advance from these initiatives is effective automation from optimising the 
interaction between the use of robotics, smart technology and autonomous systems. It is highly significant that 
Innovate UK has recently awarded £1.6 million to the HyperCat consortium to promote the “internet of things”. 
The aim is to enable £100 billion-worth of value by 2020 in the UK by drawing together a range of the best 
companies and research institutions to focus on the interoperability of transportation, manufacturing, smart cities 
and energy. The internet of things allows for a broad range of devices, from heart monitors to kitchen 
appliances, to communicate with each other through wireless connections. This will have a profound beneficial 
effect on how we can lead our lives more efficiently.  
It is from these collaborative initiatives that exciting developments in autonomous vehicles can be seen in 
Milton Keynes, the fastest-growing town in the United Kingdom. The strategy is interesting and distinct for its 
city-wide ambitions, the interconnectivity of transport systems and degree of integration. It is being progressed 
with the Transport Systems Catapult and the Automotive Council, together with universities. The project is 
designed to launch the driverless car in the form of futuristic-looking pods into Milton Keynes, three of which 
are being delivered in March 2015, and their number will build up to 20 or 30 in the short term. The testing will 
be undertaken gradually in increasingly ambitious conditions covering all types of road space and mixed 
pedestrian space. This intelligent mobility system deliberately tests out a move towards greater vehicle 
autonomy and its interaction with smart devices, other vehicles and drivers. It involves different climatic 
conditions and myriad scenarios that typically characterise a busy and complex transport network. A key aim, 
and the bigger picture for this project, is to develop a holistic approach to transport solutions—to reduce 
congestion, better manage parking spaces in city centres, reduce carbon emissions and enable greater efficiency 
in the economy by cutting down wasted time, whether by queuing or by reduced human productivity while 
travelling. The universities are playing a major part in this. For example, Professor Paul Newman of the robotics 
laboratory at Oxford University is at the leading edge of developing sensors and related technology for cars. 
 
Select Committees 
 
Commons 
Transport Committee - MIRA, Cambridge University, University of Oxford - 
Motoring of the Future 
Mon, 20 October 2014 
Overview 
During a session on Motoring of the Future, the Transport Committee heard from: 
  

• Chris Reeves, Commercial Manager, Intelligent Mobility and Future Transport Technologies, Motor 
Industry Research Association Ltd (MIRA) 

• Professor John Miles, Board Director, Arup and Research Chair of Transitional Energy Strategies, 
Cambridge University 

• Professor Paul Newman, Department of Engineering Science, University of Oxford 

 
Summary 
Vehicles by 2040 
Opening the session, Labour Committee Chair Louise Ellman asked what mass market vehicles would look like 
by 2040. 
There would be move towards low-carbon and sustainability alongside increased intelligence and connectivity 
within vehicles, Mr Reeves replied, believing that these developments could lead to improvements in road 
safety. 
Prof Newman did not believe that the transport industry had benefited from computing, but said he felt that it 
would do in the coming years. 



Cars would be lighter and smaller, but would increasingly look the same, Prof Miles added, agreeing that 
vehicles would include new forms of computing. 
He believed that road would still be used to move large amounts of freight and passengers, alongside personal 
transport. 
Future shape of cars 
Conservative MP Karl McCartney inquired as to whether vehicles would retain four wheels. 
“I do think we will lose four wheels on the ground. They may look very different in a stylistic sense”, Prof 
Miles said. 
Adding to this, Prof Newman stated that the internal combustion engine might change, speculating that cars 
would make greater use of batteries. 
He did not believe that new forms of infrastructure, other than roads, would be needed. 
 
Lords 
Economic Affairs Committee - University of Oxford, Imperial College - 
Economic Case for HS2 
Tue, 14 October 2014 
 
Summary 
Overview 
During a session on the economic case for HS2, the Economic Affairs Committee heard from: 
  

• Professor Tony Venables, BP Professor of Economics, University of Oxford  
• Professor Dan Graham, Professor of Statistical Modelling and Research Director of the Railway and 

Transport Strategy Centre, Imperial College  

 
Summary 
Relationship between transport investment and growth 
Opening the session, Labour Committee Chair Lord Hollick asked if economic growth would lead to a need to 
invest in transport infrastructure. 
In reply, Prof Graham said that the academic literature had shown that that was plenty of empirical evidence for 
the impact of transport on productivity. He felt that the relationship between the two factors was “symbiotic”. 
Agreeing, Prof Venables pointed to the example of the Heathrow corridor as a case where transport had 
stimulated growth in the local area. Nonetheless, he still felt that transport could be a “constraining factor” as 
well. 
Pressed by the Chair over his review of the impact of transport infrastructure on economic growth, Prof 
Venables explained that his view would become clear over the course of the session. 
 
 

 


