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Research 
MPs debate pensions uprating (UK pensioners living overseas) 
Wed, 11 May 2016 | Debate - Adjournment and General 

Marion Fellows (Motherwell and Wishaw) (SNP):.....The reasons given by the Government for 
rejecting universal uprating lack coherence. The Government claim that the price of universal 
uprating is too high. In fact, Oxford University’s figures estimate that £4,300 is saved each year 
with every pensioner who moves abroad, because of the decreased pressure on public services. I 
am sure if they really looked, the Government could find the money to provide for those 
pensioners, just as they found the money for bombing Syria and just as they will find £167 billion 
to replace Trident. The Government are more concerned with bombing abroad than they are with 
supporting our pensioners abroad. The Government have said that they would like to focus on 
providing for pensioners who are based in the UK, but I reiterate that pensions are a right, and 
uprating for pensioners abroad should not mean a trade-off with pension rates for people here. 

Education 
Access and Influence 
Women and Equalities Committee - Federation of Student Islamic Societies, 
IntoUniversity - Employment opportunities for Muslims in the UK 
Tue, 3 May 2016 | DeHavilland Report - Parliamentary Committee 
  
The Committee heard from Aman Ali, Head of Media, Federation of Student Islamic Societies, Laura 
Morley, Director of Volunteering and Student Welfare, IntoUniversity, and Professor Jacqueline 
Stevenson, Sheffield Hallam University. 

……As was mentioned earlier, travel is a big issue for some students, because in the Muslim 
community many people—but not all—come from a low-income family. With the rise in tuition to 
£9,000, if someone wants to travel away from home on top of that and pay the financial costs of 
accommodation and food, all of that is quite gruelling, especially if someone goes through university 
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for three years, in terms of how much debt they are going to accumulate. That is a definite barrier, as 
well. Another thing I would add is that, when it comes to top universities and why students are 
maybe not applying, it is the perception, “Will I get in?” I spoke to one individual who was a student 
at Oxford University. He went to a sixth form with 500 or 600 students. From that college, only about 
12 to 15 people applied. This is the anecdote he has given to me. Of that, only two or three would get 
into Oxford or Cambridge or the top universities and, of those, probably one might be a Muslim. 

MPs debate the Queen's Speech 2016 
Wed, 18 May 2016 | Debate - Adjournment and General 

Meg Hillier (Lab):.....Education was mentioned in the Gracious Speech. My borough needs no 
lessons in educational excellence. Thanks to the London Challenge, decent funding, committed 
teachers and headteachers, and the vision of our mayor, Jules Pipe, we have some of the best 
schools in the country, and a number that are ranked in the top 1% nationally. When I was selected 
to run for the seat 12 years ago, I was asked what I thought about university tuition fees. I pointed 
out that so few pupils in Hackney went to university that it really was a bit of an academic 
question in my borough. Now we see scores of young people going to Oxbridge and Russell 
Group universities. It has been a major success. 
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Research 
Education 
Access and Influence 
Lords debate the Queen’s Speech 2016 (Home, legal constitutional and devolved 
affairs) 
Tue, 24 May 2016 | Debate - Adjournment and General 

Lord Razzall (LD) 

………..Every Government for the past 30 years have promised more devolution of power, but few 
have delivered. This Government have clearly taken further steps in the gracious Speech, with the 
northern powerhouse and the powers to Scotland and Wales, but are we sure that the Government 
do not have an institutional bias towards the view that Room 101 Whitehall always knows best? 

I have two examples of this centrifugal tendency in the last year. The first is the closure of the BIS 
office in Sheffield, which was brought back to London. The second is the Education Secretary’s 
proposal to impose a mandatory requirement on all local education authorities for schools to 
become academies, which was certainly postponed and I hope abandoned. In the context of 
changes to the government structure, what is the Minister’s view on the current abilities of the 
Civil Service to manage the process of government in this new world? I pose four questions. First, 
the Minister can have his view, but do Her Majesty’s Government believe that the Trevelyan 
concept of a Civil Service of the 19th century as the brightest and the best—usually 
from Oxbridge but no longer—providing impartial advice to Ministers, is still appropriate when 
the delivery of services is often more relevant than policy decisions and the devolution of powers 
should mean that power is being taken away from Whitehall? 
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