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Commons 
 
Debate - Adjournment and General 
MPs debate the Diverted Profits Tax 
Wed, 7 January 2015 
Mention 

Mr Gregory Campbell (East Londonderry) (DUP): 
Does my hon. Friend agree that although the proposed legislation is welcome, we need to 
take account of what was said earlier? The director of the Oxford University Centre for 
Business Taxation said: 

“The fundamental problem is the structure of the international tax system”. 

In addition to this legislation, we need international co-ordination to prevent people from 
brass-plating. 

Commons Second Reading - Control of Offshore Wind Turbines Bill 
Fri, 16 January 2015 
Mentions 

Christopher Chope (Christchurch) (Con): 
This Bill is about offshore wind turbines, and the subsidies going to those are twice as much 
as any subsidy going into the nuclear industry. Let me tell the hon. Gentleman what was said 
in an article in The Economist on 4 January 2014: 
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“Unfortunately, offshore wind power is staggeringly expensive. Dieter Helm, an economist at 
Oxford University, describes it as ‘among the most expensive ways of marginally reducing 
carbon emissions known to man’. Under a subsidy system unveiled late in 2013, the 
government guarantees farms at sea £155…per megawatt hour for their juice. That is three 
times the current wholesale price of electricity and about 60% more than is promised to 
onshore turbines. It is also more than the £92.50 which Britain’s new nuclear plant at Hinkley 
Point will get—though that deal is for 35 years, not 15.” 

That is the situation succinctly expressed, showing beyond doubt that the taxpayer subsidies 
going into offshore wind are obscene. The only people who support offshore wind are those 
whom I must describe as subsidy junkies. 

 

Lords 
 
Lords Oral Question - Climate Change: UN Conference 
Wed, 7 January 2015 
Summary 
The following Oral Question was answered in the House of Lords on 7 January 2015. 
 

Contents 
Climate Change: UN Conference 
Question 

3.27 pm 

Asked by 

The Lord Bishop of St Albans 
To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the agreement 
reached at the United Nations climate change conference in Lima in December 2014. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(Baroness Verma) (Con): 
My Lords, we secured the basis for everything that the UK Government want in the final 
agreement. We agreed that countries’ emissions reductions contributions must represent a 
progression on their current level of effort and be accompanied by information to facilitate 
understanding. We made progress in elaborating elements of the draft negotiating text and 
achieved a good result on climate finance by leveraging the UK’s leadership to help get more 
from other countries. 

……Lord Avebury (LD): 

My Lords, has my noble friend looked at the study by Oxford University’s department of 
engineering which showed that the development of tidal power in the Pentland Firth could 
supply 42% of Scotland’s electricity? Will she therefore encourage the development of these 
resources and promote them in other parts of the United Kingdom? 



Lords debate abolishing the liability of private householders and others for 
chancel repairs 
Thu, 15 January 2015 
Mentions 

Lord Avebury (LD): 
My Lords, a consensus that reform of the law on chancel repairs is long overdue has emerged 
from discussions with the church, the Law Commission, the Law Society, the Country 
Landowners’ Association and the National Secular Society. Since the Chancel Repairs Bill 
will not make further progress until after the general election, a preliminary debate on the 
issues is useful now. 

By the 12th century, the liability to pay for chancel repairs, the CRL, was already linked to 
the tithes being received by the rectors of certain parishes. At the Reformation, Henry VIII 
sold the right to the tithes to lay people who became liable for chancel repairs as “lay 
rectors”. Under the current law, the Tithe Act 1936, some lay rectors are still responsible for 
those repairs, but the tithes which originally enabled them to make a profit from the 
transaction were abolished. The unfortunate remnants were those who owned land that was 
not relieved of the burden in 1936, or their successors in title, who have been living under a 
sword of Damocles for the past 78 years. It is for discussion whether major institutions such 
as the schools of Eton and Winchester or the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge should 
continue to be required to pay long-standing non land-based CRL, but it is unreasonable for 
the owners of generally small plots of land in some 2,500 Anglican parishes in England—
around half of them—to be potentially liable for the charge, which is without limit. 

Third Reading Debate 
Lords Third Reading - Medical Innovation Bill 
Fri, 23 January 2015 
  
Mentions 

Lord Saatchi: 
My Lords, I am so grateful to all noble Lords who have spoken on this amendment. I will not 
in any way detain your Lordships by reciting again what has been brilliantly and articulately 
expressed by other noble Lords. I will say only one thing about this amendment, which is to 
pay tribute to Oxford University, whose original concept it was—I refer to Professors 
Alastair Buchan and Stephen Kennedy at Oxford—that a database should be created to record 
the results, positive and negative, of innovation under the Bill. The reasons were, as 
expressed by noble Lords today, to advance scientific knowledge, as the noble Lords, Lord 
Giddens and Lord Winston, said, and to protect patients with full disclosure and full 
transparency. 

Evidence to Committees 
 
Environmental Audit Committee - Climate change adaptation: networks 
Mon, 5 January 2015 

Contents 
05 January 2015 



The Environmental Audit Committee will hold another public evidence session on its Climate 
Change Adaption inquiry at 2.15 pm on Wednesday 7 January 2015 in the Thatcher Room, 
Portcullis House. 

Witnesses 

* Tony Glover, Director of Policy, Energy Networks Association 
* Professor Jim Hall, Director of the Environmental Change Institute, Oxford University, 
and Director of the Infrastructure Transitions Research Consortium 
* Allen Creedy, Chair, Energy, Water & Environment Policy Unit, Federation of Small 
Businesses 
* John Dora, Chair, Infrastructure Operators’ Adaptation Forum 
* Brian Smith, Member of expert panel on Review of the Resilience of the Transport 
Network to Extreme Weather Events. 

 
DeHavilland Report - Parliamentary Committee 
Work and Pensions Committee - Citizens Advice, Professor Peter Dwyer, The 
Trussell Trust, Dr David Webster - Benefit sanctions policy beyond the Oakley 
Review 
Wed, 7 January 2015 

 

…..Ms Abrahams pointed to research by the University of Oxford, which had found that one 
in four claimants left JSA and that half of those did so for reasons other than employment. 
She asked whether Professor Dwyer would be looking at this. 

 
 
Commons Select Committee Press Release 
Work and Pensions Committee - Committee hold evidence session into benefit 
sanctions 
Thu, 15 January 2015 

Committee 

Witnesses 

Wednesday 21 January 2014, Grimond Room, Portcullis House 

At 9.30am 

* Alison Garnham, Chief Executive, Child Poverty Action Group 
* Lois Race, Service Manager, Derbyshire County Council 
* Dr Kayleigh Garthwaite, Durham University 
* Fiona Weir, Chief Executive Officer, Gingerbread 

At 10.30am 



* Ben Robinson, Head of Policy, Community Links 
* Steve Hughes, Head of Economic and Social Policy, Policy Exchange 
* Mark Serwotka, General Secretary, and Helen Flanagan, Vice-President DWP, Public and 
Commercial Services Union 
* Professor David Stuckler, University of Oxford 

Health Committee - Committee take evidence on handling of NHS patient data 
Thu, 15 January 2015 

Contents 
15 January 2015 

On Wednesday 21 January the Health Committee holds its third oral evidence session on the 
handling of NHS patient data. 

* Parliament TV: handling NHS patient data session 
* Inquiry: Handling NHS patient data 
* Health Committee 

Witnesses 

At 3pm, Wednesday 21 January 2015, Committee Room 8, Palace of Westminster 

* Dame Fiona Caldicott, Chairman, Oxford University Hospitals NHS Trust 
* Tim Kelsey, National Director for Patients and Information, NHS England 

Parliamentary Questions 

Contents 
Asked by Chris Ruane (Vale of Clwyd) To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what proportion of British Ambassadors and High Commissioners to 
the G20 countries were educated at (a) private school, (b) state school, (c) the universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge and (d) other universities.  

Mr Tobias Ellwood Answered on: 13 January 2015  

There is no requirement for British Ambassadors and High Commissioners to supply this 
information. The details we do have indicate that of the 19 British Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners to G20 countries (ie. the 19 other countries not including the UK):  

a) 6 attended private school;  

b) 7 attended state school;  

c) 11 attended Oxford and Cambridge universities; and  

d) 3 attended other universities.  

There are 6 occasions where no school information is provided. There are 5 occasions where 
no university information is provided.  



 
 


